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national purpose—-this is one of the great
and challonging tasks before our democracy.
today.

The article follows:
GIOVERNMENT AND THE ARta

(By August Heckscher) .
_The arts have been recognized in almost -
all agts as being closely related to the qual-
fty. .an¥l the well-being of & people’s 1ife.
Great s have been thoss in which the
arts fiolrished. Conversely, when political
1ife seembd to deciine, when the people suc-

@

cumbed to a general listlessness and bore-
dom, the , too, sank to a low ebb. It
is, of ool poesible for & lonely genius to

be . producediin any period, even amid the
teast favorablp circumstances. His skill and
vislon will assert themsslves regardless of the
surrounding mood. But that contaglon
from a wide citgle of talent. Infusing the
whole artistic lifa with brilllance and vigor.
exists only when all parts of a society are
self-confident and genuincly alive.

The greatest ages have beon marked by
what may be called .5 common style. Not
only have the various forms of art shown an
aMnity, but there has been a recognizable
connection between the achlevements of the
artlsts and the great figures in other flelds
of life. Thus we can recognize quite clear-
ly a Greek or a Roman style. Keats, in one
of his letters, speaks of “the undefinable
gusto of the Ellzabethan ice.” The ac-
cents of that voice may be heard as clearly
in the great explorers and méen of action us
in the playwrights and poets of the age.

The full expression of artistic genlus has
been recognized by rulers in all periods as ®
ohief mark of their glory—second, perhops.
only to military conquest. And in compart-
son to military conquest, artistic arhieve-
ments have proved lncomparably the more
durable. The emplre of the 8pain of Yerdl-
nand and Isabella is of little moment to us
now. The extrsordinary fowering of the
arts which marked their reign has never
been forgotten. What one writer has called
the beneflcent resldue is all that speaks to
us of a past mge; and the works of painters,
writers, musiclans, architects nnd y-
wrights form that residue—not the poll 1
quarrels or the military victorles and defedts
which seemed so important st the time.

In the formative pertod of our own hise
tory, & high value was placed on theso marks'«

of & high civilization. Laws and institutions - p,on¢°ang encoursge, but not to undermine,.

‘the complex structure of private suppott for.

ssemed vitally important. 8o did outward
forms that would reflect the hopes and am-
bitions of the young Republic. Citles spa-
ctously 1sid out, public bulldings displaying
both grandeur and taste, painters capable
of preserving for posterity great scenss and
moments——these were ardently desired, and
within the limita of that atill rough and
struggling society were effectively promoted.
Modern America lost something of this
first concern for the &rts. The tasks of
opening a8 continent and multiplying its
material wealth consumed enormous ener-
gies, Education was highly valued througti-
ot the 10th century: but it was an educa-
tion leading toward practical skills, not o
the full expression of thoae inner values and
visions which are the soil of artistic achieve-
went. The cultivation of art was left largeiy
to & few very rich patrons, in thnt pertod of
their life when all other posaibilities for
acquisition and power had been exhausted.
1t was natural that the pendulum should
swing. and from sll the evidence it hus re-
cently swung very far tn the opposite direc-
tion. Today we recognize that the aris are
an overwhelmingly imporiant element in the
total picture of Americs which the world
rarms and upon which it acts, Indeed the
rivalry of the cold war, like most great rival-
ries of history, may ultimately turn upon
thig point. It is slgnificant that In the worst
days of the Berlin crifts of 1961 General Ciay
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sent baock word-urgently requesting.
first-rats exhibition of art be sant
the beleaguered olty. And it may
remembering’ thay during "ta
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the change from being a people Fural i
heart and sctl to u great urban clvilization

unleas the arts in ait their forms make #ity- ‘ine

life seem both entertaining and enrobling.

A city without a brilltant culturat 1ife miap. -

always bo a dreary spectacle—=a soul-deadan-
ing crowd cut off from the souro 148
being. In the same way it 18 difficul ?q o0
how we shall kesp oursclves slive amid &n
ever-expanding leisure except ax the arts be-
come a dominant tnterest among the psople.
We aspire to groatnsss ag R world power,
to happiness ss a pegople, to vitality as the
first mass demooracy that has ever hesn
able to combine s deepening spiritual itfe
with unparalieled physical and material
well-being. For nll these reasons ihs arte
have u close relationship to the ‘Natton.
They are part of the common life, not of
Individual existence alone. ’
Promnotlion of the arta is therefore s leglti-
mate public concern, The question of bow
they can be promoted is difficult and open
to many interpretations, We would prob-
ably all agree that if by spending a
number of billions of dollars we could attain
results as definite and predictable «s 1n

sclentific research the money would be well

spent.  But sctuslly ‘we do not kbow tﬂ}v’“
to produce gentus. The expenditure of plib-
lic funds., however useful snd necessary
within strict limits, might well be done in
such a way as to defeat the very ends we
are secking. The Government could hifld
thenters, but it would have no A8BUTANCE
thut the stages would evoke another Bhake-
speare It could subsidize schools of art, but
would have np proof that s Leonardo would
emerge.

In this field, &8 in all new fields of politi-
cal mctivitios, s tentative, experimental and
perhaps plecemeal approach shottld - bhe pure’
sued. The following considerations are
among those which should guide’ policy
formation. : o

1. Government must be careful to supple-

the arts which has been characteristle of
this country. The United States 1" vich
beyond any other country in the Habit of
voluntary giving, with the eccompinying
serige of partioipation and involvemens, - To
disrégard this would be to leave our-aultural:
life the poorer, no matter how: gonerovaly
goverfiment funds might be spent.. ©.:
2 The role of the States and focalifles
must ‘pbe encouraged. New York “hbas
ptoneereg with a state Arts Council with'
funds suyficient to allow the diffusion of
the Lest in its arts, the cultivation’ of new
talent In gmaller communities, and pexhaps
the ultimute support of major ocultural in-
stitutions. QLner Staten are now watohing
New York classly. To the extent thet they
follow 1ts legd, the Federnl Govarnment
would find If;e natural and easy step to
support these efforts with matching grants.
8 Government at various levels must be
eareful to aot tnisuch n way as not o limit
the freedom and -varicty of the arts, It is
quite porsiblo, in $his as in other fields, to
establish boards and committess {ndepend-
ent of political control. It is rensobable to
believe that the judgment of such bodies will
be tncreasingly respectedl by political au-
thorities. Besides, there ia much that gov-
ernment cuti do in the form of simple
housekceping—-maintenance and bullding of
piant, or the hiring of the services of artistic
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Carlyle, whg records,
chardcteristically that
governing clamses HIOW &
*there is no cinss coshparkbily \ :
to the priesthood of the ‘W, of Pooks.”
To make the genwalizsation convideing, we
have to include the composers'and artiste
in all flelds. . Sl .
To establish betwesn the artist and soclety.
the right relationship—to avoid hip sUb-
servience yet to assire his involvemsnt ‘in
the national purpose—ihis is one of the
and challenging taske bafote our ‘detn

EXECUTIVE PRIVILEGE ..
The SPEAKER. Under previous Bfs
der of the House, the gentieman from:
Michigan (Mr. Forpl is recognized for
30 minutes. :

Mr. FORD. Mr. Speaker, this is &
first time I have taken the flioor of this
House to speak on a subject which for
several years has been of increasingly
serious concern to my colleagues on both
sides of the aisle in both Chambers of
Congress.

gress of its right to obtain informatior

from the exccutive branch of Govern

ment Inx the face of & claim by the Ex
ecutive. of & right to deny the informg-
tion because of its executive privilege.

From Febraury 8 through February:14
of this year, Gen. Maxwell D. Tuylor,
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Blafl,
was bétare the subcommittce onnpguw
ment -of Defense - appropriations:uf

which am the ranking minority mess=
ber. During the course of our comniits
{ed’s lengthy interrogation of Seorelary

of Deéfense Robert 8. MoNamars Audi -
General Taylor, the subject of the Bay' -

of Pigs invasion of 1881 was raised. The -

committee membera wére = conteradd’

about the events of that effort, forcald
though 1t took place 2 years ago it i
still a matter of considerable controversy
and discussion. FPurther, it was felt that
a full understanding of what happeried
there would ensble the committee to bet=
ter exercise its judgment of the financial
needs of the military establishment. It
fa our subcommittee which has original
congressional jurisdiction each year. of
the budget for the Departments of the
Army, Navy, and Air Forcs.. Becailss
of the group’s control aver funds for the
military and related agencles, it has
specific concern with and responsibility.
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But then this is the first time: -
T have had personal experience with this™
issuc.. I refer to the claim by the Cons. . -




